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The	aim	of	this	book	is	to	provide	the	student	of	Japanese	with	a	simple	method	for	correlating	the	writing	and	the	meaning	of	Japanese	characters	in	such	a	way	as	to	make	them	both	easy	to	remember.	It	is	intended	not	only	for	the	beginner,	but	also	for	the	more	advanced	student	looking	for	some	relief	from	the	constant	frustration	of	forgetting
how	to	write	the	kanji,	or	for	a	way	to	systematize	what	he	or	she	already	knows.The	author	begins	with	writing	the	kanji	because-contrary	to	first	impressions-it	is	in	fact	simpler	than	learning	how	to	the	pronounce	them.	By	ordering	the	kanji	according	to	their	component	parts	or	"primitive	elements,"	and	then	assigning	each	of	these	parts	a	distinct
meaning	with	its	own	distinct	image,	the	student	is	led	to	harness	the	powers	of	"imaginative	memory"	to	learn	the	various	combinations	that	make	up	the	kanji.	In	addition,	each	kanji	is	given	its	own	key	word	to	represent	the	meaning,	or	one	of	the	principal	meanings,	of	that	character.	These	key	words	provide	the	setting	for	a	particular	kanji's
"story,"	whose	protagonists	are	the	primitive	elements.In	this	way,	one	is	able	to	complete	in	a	few	short	months	a	task	that	would	otherwise	take	years.	Armed	with	the	same	skills	as	Chinese	or	Korean	students,	who	know	the	meaning	and	writing	of	the	kanji	but	not	their	Japanese	pronunciations,	one	is	then	in	a	much	better	position	to	learn	the
readings	(which	are	treated	in	a	separate	volume).Remembering	the	Kanji	has	helped	tens	of	thousands	of	students	advance	towards	literacy	at	their	own	pace,	and	to	acquire	a	facility	that	traditional	methods	have	long	since	given	up	on	as	all	but	impossible	for	those	not	raised	with	the	kanji	from	childhood.	The	6th	edition	has	been	updated	to
include	the	196	new	kanji	approved	by	the	government	in	2010	as	"general-use"	kanji.	Remembering	the	Kanji	is	a	series	of	three	volumes	by	James	Heisig,	intended	to	teach	the	3,000	most	frequent	Kanji	to	students	of	the	Japanese	language.	The	series	is	available	in	English,	French,	German,	Dutch,	Spanish,	Polish,	Portuguese,	Hungarian,	Italian,
Swedish,	and	Hebrew.[1]	There	is	a	supplementary	book,	Remembering	the	Kana,	which	teaches	the	Japanese	syllabaries	(hiragana	and	katakana).	Remembering	the	Hanzi	by	the	same	author	is	intended	to	teach	the	3,000	most	frequent	Hanzi	to	students	of	the	Chinese	language.	This	book	has	two	variants:	Remembering	Simplified	Hanzi[2]	and
Remembering	Traditional	Hanzi,	each	in	two	volumes.	Methodology	The	method	differs	markedly	from	traditional	rote-memorization	techniques	practiced	in	most	courses.	The	course	teaches	the	student	to	utilize	all	the	constituent	parts	of	a	kanji's	written	form—termed	"primitives",	combined	with	a	mnemonic	device	that	Heisig	refers	to	as
"imaginative	memory".	Each	kanji	(and	each	non-kanji	primitive)	is	assigned	a	unique	keyword.	A	kanji's	written	form	and	its	keyword	are	associated	by	imagining	a	scene	or	story	connecting	the	meaning	of	the	given	kanji	with	the	meanings	of	all	the	primitives	used	to	write	that	kanji.	The	method	requires	the	student	to	invent	their	own	stories	to
associate	the	keyword	meaning	with	the	written	form.	The	text	presents	detailed	stories	in	Part	I,	proceeding	through	Part	II	with	less	verbose	stories.	This	is	to	encourage	the	student	to	use	the	stories	as	practice	for	creating	their	own.	After	the	547	kanji	in	Parts	I	and	II,	the	remainder	of	the	kanji	in	Part	III	have	the	component	keywords	but	no
stories.	However,	in	cases	where	the	reader	may	be	easily	confused	or	for	difficult	kanji,	Heisig	often	provides	a	small	story	or	hint.	All	the	kanji	are	analyzed	by	components—Heisig	terms	these	"primitives"—which	may	be	traditional	radicals,	other	kanji	themselves,	or	a	collection	of	strokes	not	normally	identified	as	independent	entities.	The	basic
primitives	are	introduced	as	needed	throughout	the	book.	This	order	is	designed	to	introduce	the	kanji	efficiently	by	building	upon	the	primitives	and	kanji	already	learned,	rather	than	learning	the	kanji	based	on	the	order	of	their	frequency	or	the	dictates	of	the	jōyō	kanji	grading	system.	In	volume	2,	Heisig	groups	roughly	half	the	kanji	according	to
"signal	primitives"	that	signal	a	certain	Chinese	reading	(cf	radical).	There	will	be	one	or	more	exceptions	to	this	rule.	These	are	presented	by	Heisig	in	an	increasing	order	of	difficulty.	The	remainder	of	the	Chinese	readings	are	introduced	in	separate	chapters,	designed	to	help	the	student	learn	the	readings	from	everyday	words	and	useful
compounds.	Volume	1	Remembering	the	Kanji	1	The	cover	of	the	5th	Edition.AuthorJames	W.	HeisigCountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglish,	with	translations	into	Dutch,	French,	Spanish,	Polish,	Portuguese,	German,	Italian,	Hungarian,	and	Hebrew.[3]SeriesRemembering	the	KanjiPublisherUniversity	of	Hawai'i	PressPublication	dateSixth	Edition:	3rd
printing,	2015.	Fifth	Edition:	2008Pages484	(6th	edition)ISBN978-0-8248-3592-7	The	first	book	in	the	series,	commonly	known	as	RTK1,	was	originally	published	in	1977.	The	sixth	edition	of	the	book	was	released	in	2011.	In	the	book,	Heisig	presents	a	method	for	learning	how	to	associate	the	meaning	and	writing	of	2,200	kanji,	including	most	of	the
jōyō	kanji.	There	is	no	attention	given	to	the	readings	of	the	kanji	as	Heisig	believes	that	one	should	learn	the	writing	and	meaning	first	before	moving	on	to	the	readings	in	Volume	II.	Sixth	Edition	A	sixth	edition	was	released	in	April	2011.	The	sixth	edition	includes	corrections	for	all	errata[4]	from	prior	editions,	as	well	as	additional	kanji	from	the
2010	significant	revision	to	the	Jōyō	kanji.	The	additional	kanji	in	the	sixth	edition	have	also	been	made	into	a	supplement	for	older	editions.[5]	Likewise,	RTK2	and	RTK3	have	been	updated	in	2012	to	reflect	these	changes.	Volume	2	Remembering	the	Kanji	2	AuthorJames	W.	HeisigCountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglish,	with	translations	into	Spanish
and	German.[6]SeriesRemembering	the	KanjiPublisherUniversity	of	Hawai'i	PressPublication	dateFourth	Edition:	1st	printing,	April	2012.	Third	Edition:	13th	printing,	2008Pages405	(4th	edition)ISBN978-0-8248-3669-6	The	second	book	in	the	series,	often	referred	to	as	RTK2,	is	the	second	in	the	Remembering	the	Kanji.	Volume	II	presents	the
official	readings	of	the	kanji	introduced	in	Volume	I.	Differences	from	Volume	I	Unlike	the	first	volume,	this	book	does	not	rely	on	"imaginative	memory".	The	book	is	mainly	focused	on	the	Chinese	readings,	however	one	chapter	does	suggest	a	mnemonic	device	for	learning	the	Japanese	readings.	Heisig	splits	the	kanji	into	various	chapters,	according
to	the	most	appropriate	method	to	learn	their	readings.	For	each	Chinese	reading	of	a	kanji,	an	example	compound	word	is	given.	Volume	3	Remembering	the	Kanji	3	AuthorJames	W.	HeisigCountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglishSeriesRemembering	the	KanjiPublisherUniversity	of	Hawai'i	PressPublication	dateThird	edition:	1st	printing,	2012.	Second
edition:	2nd	printing,	2008Pages360	pages	(3rd	edition)ISBN978-0-8248-3702-0	The	third	book,	commonly	referred	to	as	RTK3,	is	the	third	in	the	Remembering	the	Kanji	book	series	by	James	Heisig.	This	volume	was	co-authored	by	Tanya	Sienko.	Volume	3	presents	a	further	800	kanji	in	addition	to	the	2,200	kanji	introduced	in	Volume	1	and	Volume
2.	It	is	split	into	two	parts.	The	first	part	is	in	the	style	of	Volume	I,	where	the	writing	and	keywords	are	learned.	The	majority	of	the	new	kanji	are	introduced	according	to	their	traditional	radical.	The	other	part	is	in	a	similar	style	to	Volume	2,	where	the	readings	of	the	kanji	are	learned.	Remembering	the	Kana	Remembering	the	Kana:	A	Guide	to
Reading	and	Writing	the	Japanese	Syllabaries	in	3	hours	each[7]	is	a	book	by	James	Heisig	for	remembering	hiragana	and	katakana.	It	uses	mostly	the	same	imaginative	memory	technique	as	Remembering	the	Kanji	I,	though	some	katakana	are	prompted	to	be	learned	as	simplified	forms	of	their	hiragana	counterparts.	Remembering	the	Kana
succeeds	the	book	Remembering	the	Hiragana:	A	Complete	Course	on	How	to	Teach	Yourself	the	Japanese	Syllabary	in	3	Hours,[6]	which	only	taught	the	hiragana	(and	not	the	katakana).	Remembering	the	Hanzi	Heisig	and	Timothy	Richardson	have	also	written	Remembering	Simplified	Hanzi	1[8]	and	Remembering	Traditional	Hanzi	1,[9]	which
apply	the	same	method	to	Chinese.	Volume	2	of	each	book	was	published	in	2012.[10][11]	References	^	"Remembering	the	Kanji	1	|	Nanzan	Institute	for	Religion	and	Culture".	nirc.nanzan-u.ac.jp.	Retrieved	2021-10-24.	^	Heisig,	James	W.;	Richardson,	Timothy	W.	(2009).	Remembering	Simplified	Hanzi	1	(PDF).	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawaii	Press.
ISBN	978-0-8248-3323-7.	^	"Remembering	the	Kanji	1	|	Nanzan	Institute	for	Religion	and	Culture".	nirc.nanzan-u.ac.jp.	^	Heisig,	James	W.	"Remembering	the	Kanji	vol.	1	-	Cumulative	list	of	all	errata	in	editions	prior	to	the	6th	Edition"	(PDF).	Retrieved	2021-10-24.{{cite	web}}:	CS1	maint:	url-status	(link)	^	Heisig,	James	W.	"Remembering	the	Kanji
vol.	1	-	Supplement	-	Newly	Approved	General-Use	Kanji"	(PDF).	Retrieved	2022-07-03.{{cite	web}}:	CS1	maint:	url-status	(link)	^	a	b	"Archived	copy"	(PDF).	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	2011-07-09.	Retrieved	2011-01-05.{{cite	web}}:	CS1	maint:	archived	copy	as	title	(link)	^	Heisig,	James	W.	(2007).	Remembering	the	kana	:	a	guide	to
reading	and	writing	the	Japanese	syllabaries	in	3	hours	each	;	part	one	hiragana,	part	two	katakana.	Helmut	Morsbach,	Kazue	Kurebayashi	(3rd	ed.).	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.	ISBN	978-0-8248-3164-6.	OCLC	77573871.	^	Heisig,	James	W.	(2009).	Remembering	simplified	Hanzi	:	how	not	to	forget	the	meaning	and	writing	of	Chinese
characters.	Timothy	W.	Richardson.	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.	ISBN	978-0-8248-3323-7.	OCLC	236142649.	^	Heisig,	James	W.	(2009).	Remembering	traditional	Hanzi	:	how	not	to	forget	the	meaning	and	writing	of	Chinese	characters.	Timothy	W.	Richardson.	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.	ISBN	978-0-8248-3324-4.
OCLC	856071205.	^	Heisig,	James	W.	(2012).	Remembering	Simplified	Hanzi	2:	How	Not	to	Forget	the	Meaning	and	Writing	of	Chinese	Characters.	Timothy	W.	Richardson.	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.	ISBN	9780824836559.	OCLC	1138666474.	^	Heisig,	James	W.	(2012).	Remembering	Traditional	Hanzi	2:	How	Not	to	Forget	the	Meaning
and	Writing	of	Chinese	Characters.	Timothy	W.	Richardson.	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.	ISBN	9780824836566.	OCLC	779875983.	External	links	English	page	for	Remembering	the	Kanji	I,	including	links	to	other	languages,	samples	and	erreta	Kanji	Koohii	-	Site	based	on	Remembering	the	Kanji	books	with	alternate	mnemonic	stories	and
flashcard	support	Retrieved	from	"
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